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Announcement 
 
Colleagues: 
 
After five years serving as WKU’s Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Gordon 
Emslie informed me today of his intent to step down from his administrative role and return to 
teaching. Following a brief sabbatical, Dr. Emslie will resume teaching next January in the 
Physics and Astronomy department within the Ogden College of Science and Engineering. 
 
I am pleased to announce that Dr. David Lee will begin duties as Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs on Monday, August 24. Dr. Lee will serve a two-year appointment, with a 
search for a successor beginning next summer. 
 
I would like to thank Dr. Emslie for his loyal and dedicated service, which has included the 
development and implementation of WKU’s 2012-18 Action Plan, the addition of four new 
terminal degree programs, and the successful reaffirmation of the University’s accreditation by 
SACSCOC. 
 
I anticipate a smooth and seamless transition and look forward to a successful academic year. 
 
Thank you, 
Gary A. Ransdell 
 
Gary A. Ransdell | President 
 
